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›  Rita, a 6-year-old, Labrador mix presented to the 
veterinarian with a skin concern. She was rarely 
taken to the veterinarian, therefore she was not up to 
date with her vaccinations and was only treated for 
external (with fluralaner tabs) and internal parasites 
when deemed necessary by the owner. She had no 
known history of dermatological disorders.

› Rita was in good general condition.

›  She presented with a circular, alopecic area less 
than 2 cm long on the right dorsal carpus with  
severe irritation and the appearance of a lick 
wound. Due to the location of the lesion, joint 
pain was suspected as the cause of the licking, 
but in the absence of lameness, no radiographs 
were performed.

›  A cytology sample was taken showing cocci, 
neutrophils, and macrophages with evidence 
of phagocytosis. The veterinarian counted an 
average of 13 cocci per oil immersion field (OIF). 
Pruritus was mild (2.2/10 on a pruritus visual 
analogue scale).

›  Diagnosis: localized bacterial overgrowth.

›  As the dysbiosis was localized to a smaller area, 
the veterinarian prescribed DOUXO® S3 PYO 
Pads to be applied once daily for 14 days.

›  Seven days after the first appointment, the 
irritation had decreased from severe to mild. 
No neutrophils or macrophages were seen 
on cytology and the bacterial cell count had 
decreased to an average of 2.3 cocci per OIF. The 
pruritus had completely resolved.

›  At the last visit on D14, the area had completely 
healed, with absence of bacteria on cytological 
examination.

›  As well as the performance and the practicality 
of the protocol, the pet owner really liked the 
coco+vanilla scent of the product (even in the 
presence of chlorhexidine). The skin felt soft and 
hydrated where the product had been applied.
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›  There are many topical formulations with anti-
septic ingredients available on the market, 
but few are convenient to use locally. Pads 
impregnated with antiseptic ingredients 
(chlorhexidine digluconate 3%) offer both a 
physical effect of removing crusts, microbes and 
dead cells, and a microbiological effect bringing 
chlorhexidine directly to the skin. This follows the 
advice of the GRAM1 as well as the most recent 
consensus guidelines2 which recommend the 
use of topical disinfectant in cases of skin surface 
and superficial bacterial overgrowth. Antiseptic 
pads allow for the correction of dysbiosis only 
where necessary and avoid disturbances of 
the protective microbial flora in other areas due 
to its use on localized areas. OPHYTRIUM™ 
is a purified natural ingredient from the high-
performance S3 - Safe Skincare Selection. S3 
has carefully selected OPHYTRIUM™ from 
among several hundred ingredients for its high 
tolerance and simultaneous threefold action:

› After 2 weeks
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Discussion -  
Benefits of pads containing 
OPHYTRIUM™ and Chlorhexidine 3%
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After 14 days of daily applications, the irritation had completely resolved, no bacteria were  
seen on cytological examination, and the hair had started to regrow.

• Protects the physical barrier3 for supple,   
 hydrated skin 
• Preserves the protective microbial flora4 for   
 healthy skin 
• Reduces irritation for soothed skin3

›  Chlorhexidine containing formulas are sometimes 
reported by pet owners as having an unpleasant 
smell5. In a 2020 study done with DOUXO® S3 
PYO Pads6, all pet owners really liked the product 
fragrance despite the presence of chlorhexidine 
and they all adhered to the protocol of application.

›  Repeated application with disinfectant products 
can dry out the skin. In the 2020 DOUXO® S3 PYO 
Pads study6, 100% of pet owners considered 
the skin hydrated where the product had been 
applied. OPHYTRIUM™ has been shown to limit 
water loss from the skin in in vitro studies3.
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Key points
Dysbiosis quickly resolved in this dog with 
daily application of DOUXO® S3 PYO Pads. 
The pet owner was happy with the results 
and thought the protocol was practical and 
easy to use. The owner appreciated the 
hypoallergenic smell6 even in the presence 
of chlorhexidine which is often described 
by pet owners as a “hospital smell”. He 
was satisfied with the hydration of the 
skin6 at the end of the protocol, despite the 
possibility that skin disinfectants can dry 
out the skin when applied repeatedly. The 
formula of DOUXO® S3 PYO Pads has been 
developed to ensure correct hydration of 
the skin where the product is applied. All 
these features are key for good compliance. 
Pads are suitable* for localized dysbiosis 
and areas that are difficult to reach, such 
as pinnae and outer ear canal areas, chin, 
interdigital areas, lip folds, skin folds, tears 
and saliva stains.
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*Do not use DOUXO® S3 PYO Wipes between the toes of cats.

Chlorhexidine can cause rare, but serious allergic reactions in humans. If you 
experience allergy symptoms, discontinue use immediately and seek medical 
treatment. Do not use DOUXO® S3 PYO Mousse in cats. 
Do not use DOUXO® S3 PYO Pads between the toes of cats.


